Abstract This research examines whether religions can explain differences in the rule of law across nations. It finds that several religious groups can explain much of the variation in the rule of law while others have no explanatory power. 
Introduction
The rule of law is important to economists, political 
Literature Review
Law, the rule of law and religion are three disciplines addressed by multitudes of authors over the centuries.
That makes it impossible to address all the lines of thought that have been developed in these three areas.
This literature review, therefore, focuses on the intersection of the rule of law and religion. Even that intersection has multiple facets. For example, the impact of the rule of law on religion (laws respecting religious freedom, religious oppression, etc.) will be ignored. The empirical tests described below cannot test cause and effect since longitudinal data are not available for the variables studied. Only "explanation", "prediction" or "relationship" can be tested with available data.
However, the impact of religion on the rule of law is the perspective examined in this literature review. [7] . A small sample of actual judges found that they modified (or felt pressure to modify) actual laws based on their Confucian ethics.
Arumugam [2] argues that the rule of law is often defined from a western perspective which upholds individual rights while Asian law seems to suppress individual rights in favor of the collective. They also note that little of the research on the rule of law has come from Asia.
Islam's decline from the religion of the world's leading countries to the religion of poor, autocratic ones is related by Lewis [6] . He points to Islam's treatment of women, lack of compromise, lack of separation of church and state, inability to adapt to those it could not conquer, and search for scapegoats.
As an example, the Iranian author Taheri [13] Skinner found that much of the variation in the Index of Economic Freedom [10] , the Globalization Index [11] and Failed States Index [12] can be explained by religion.
The rule of law is one feature of nations which have been economically successful. Business people and others need to depend on the rule of law for their success.
The literature suggests that religion should be related to the rule of law. Empirical tests of non-western rule of law and non-Christian religions are lacking. The empirical questions of (1) which religions are associated with the rule of law and (2) the directions of the relationships are the focus of this paper.
Data Sources
World Justice Project's (WJP) Rule of Law Index (RLI) [16] is used to create a measure of the rule of law. [4] is the only empirical study found that is close to the intent of this paper. And, its R2is only about 8% whereas this study has an R square of almost 42%.
Findings
As the RLI is expanded to more nations, the questions of this study should be reexamined to verify whether results are consistent with a larger data set.
Although causality is not claimed, most of these world religions have existed for centuries or millennia and the rule of law is evolving, so it is logical to conclude that if there is a cause and effect, religion impacts the rule of law and not the other way around.
The question of whether certain religions are associated with the rule of law can be answered in the affirmative.
As noted by Sherlock [9] theologians of various stripes generally expect that their beliefs ought to be reflected in the lives of their faiths' followers and this study provides some evidence to support those expectations, but only for certain religions. Those from the Great Commission
Christian and the Protestant Christian traditions should be pleased, but not surprised, to find there is a positive relationship between their adherents and the rule of law.
Carroll and Shiflett [3] would expect that.
The positive relationship between the non religious or the atheists and the rule of law requires further study. It isn't obvious why those without a faith would be associated with more rule of law. Perhaps one might speculate that those without a faith see the rule of law as providing a structure that is a replacement for a religion.
This is an avenue for further research.
The negative relationship between Muslims and the rule of law is disturbing. It is possible that the WJP's definition of rule of law is "western" and biased against those countries with large Muslim populations in line with
Arumugam [2] . Or, it is possible that there is something about the Muslim faith that is antithetical to the rule of law as noted by Lewis[6] and Taheri [13] . Again, that provides an opportunity for further research.
The lack of relationship between the other faiths and the rule of law will probably disappoint the theologians from those faiths. It seems that many religions "don't matter" from a rule of law perspective. That is consistent with Jeong [4] ; Tan [14] ; Nathan [8] ; Turner, Feinerman and Guy [15] and Lee [5] . 
